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he could not have written of him as he did.   This is one more
indication of the scope of Fielding's friendships, which in-
cluded the dignitaries of the church as well as London wits
and facetious Irishmen.

Besides C and M, several other commentators intrude
their presence. Politicns and Punicus, abbreviated to
"Pol" and "Pu," shine with special brilliancy in caustic
observations on the state of the town and the state of the
nation. The former, for example, reads in a newspaper:
"Yesterday at noon a man about fifty meanly dressed, was
beat down at the end of Charles Court in the Strand, by a
porter that had on his back three iron-bars; by which
accident he was killed on the spot. The porter was coming
up the Court just as the poor man passed the end of it;
and the irons unluckily met his temple. He was immedi-
ately carried to St. Martin's Eoundhouse to be own'd."
The accident arouses the indignation of Politicus, who re-
torts: "Some little enquiry ought likewise to have been
made after the porter: For the worthy body who are called
by that name, by their insolence and carelessness, make one
species of those numerous nusances that infest the public
streets." There was also another pair of newsmongers,
called Grelosophus and Incerti, who favoured the public with
their opinions. If an item of news touched literature, then
the editor might supply the comment without any signature.
When, for example, G-arrick was preparing to bring out an
adaptation of "Cenie," one of the newspapers displayed
its ignorance of the work in the following words: "A
comedy, written in French by a lady, called Cenie, and
translated by the Eev. Mr. Francis, author of the trans-
lation of the works of Horace, is now in rehearsal at Drury
Lane Theatre, and will soon be acted. This comedy, which
is of the genteel species, without any intermixture of low
characters, met with great success at Paris; and by its fate
on our stage will be seen, whether the English taste can be
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